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Name of Property County

703 G Avenue Grundy Center
Address City

This lowa Site Inventory Form is being prepared for the City of Grundy Center as part of an lowa Economic
Development Authority (IEDA) Downtown Revitalization Grant. The building is located in the Area of Potential
Effects (APE) for the grant project, and the owner of the building at 703 G Avenue is participating.in the
Downtown Revitalization Grant. The building is also located in a potential Grundy Center Commercial Historic
District, and this site form provides an architectural/historical evaluation of the property as a contributing building

in that potential historic district.

7. Narrative Description

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

This two-story, full basement, flat-roofed, brick building was constructed in 1879, with additions constructed in 1900 and
1920, according to the Grundy County Assessor's records, The building is located as part of the "Central Block” and sits
across from the County Courthouse. The front doors open to the sidewalk on main street. There are currently no
windows on the upper level. The current facadefexterior is not similar to other buildings on the black.

Tr?e main level and upper fagade were completely altered in the early 1960's. The original brick was covered with white
brick, metal clad windows. and a metal overhang spanning the front of the building.

The rear/north side exterior is partially brick that has been covered in plaster and painted, as well as cinder block that
has been painted

Or? ‘the interior, the space is divided into two main areas (east and west), with offices in the back {north side). The
ceilings an.e dropped (to approx 7') with integrated lighting The floors are linoleum (nearly 50 years old). and carpet
(unknown if eriginai floor is still there). The walls were originally brick, then plastered over, with some plywood paneling.

There is a mezzani.ne level with parquet floors and low (7’ ceilingsj. The ceilings are acoustic tile and walls are plaster
and the floors are linoleum. This level is not original to the building, but was added during the 1960's remodeling.

The third level (originally second floor) was used for retail display space. The ceilings and walls are plaster and the floors
are linoleum.

There is an elevator on the north side of the building.

(Description taken from Downtown Revitalization Grant Survey site form dated January 2018)

8. Statement of Significance

The Frederick Furniture building is locally significant and eligible for the National Register of Historic Places as a
contributing building in a potential Grundy Center Commercial Historic District under Criteria A and C. The
Frederick Furniture building, originally built in 1879, is associated with the post-World War Il modernization and
building boom, which gained steam in the late 1940s and culminated in 1963 with the Frederick Furniture unified
front remodel. The Frederick Furniture building also reflects the history of the Grundy Center business community
as the longtime home of Grundy Center’'s Frederick Furniture store, which was located in this building from 1938

until 2017.

The building is also a good example of a Property Type V Main Street Commercial Building, according to
typologies set forth in the National Register Multiple Property Document, lowa’s Main Street Commercial
Architecture (Nash 2002). “These are older buildings that were updated and remodeled through the years in the



lowa Site Inventory Form Site Number: 38-00321
State Historic Preservation Office Related District Number:

Continuation Sheet

Page 2

Frederick Furniture Building Grundy

Name of Property County

703 G Avenue Grundy Center
Address City

attempt to continue to put a progressive face forward in the community. Usually the remodeling is more
substantial than just a storefront update, and generally involves the entire facade for a new look, such as
Streamlining in the 1930s and 1940s.” These historic remodels, completed during the period of significance,
“reflect a continued economic vitality in the community.” In 1962, Frederick Furniture expanded into the building
next west and began building a new unified front on the 1879 ltalianate-style Commercial Block. The new front
included a metal and glass store entrance and the rest of the front was entirely covered with a light tan brick
veneer from the end piers on the storefront level to the top of the parapet, which was stripped of its ornate
Italianate style cornice. Second-story fenestration was also covered, leaving a smooth brick “canvas” for a large
FREDERICK FURNITURE sign across the front. The new front was an example of architecture as signage, an
idea rooted in the Streamline Moderne style that made the front of a business house its best advertising.

The period of significance is 1879-1963, from the year the Frederick Furniture building was built as the
Commercial Block to the year the full front remodel was completed, coinciding with the end of the period of
significance for the potential Grundy Center Commercial Historic District (see lowa Site Form No. 38-00318).
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10. Additional Documentation

General Location Map
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Location in Potential Grundy Center Comimercial Historic District
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(dark boundary = preliminary boundary of potential historic district)
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Current Photographs (photos by Jennifer A. Price, June 20, 2018)

View north
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Historical Documentation
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Commercial Block with Frederick Furniture occupying east storeroom and a drug store in west storeroom, as
shown on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1928, updated to 1939
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Frederick Furniture Store
Will Have New Modern Front

- Work was started Monday mom-
ing on the new front for the Fred-
erick furniture store. The new front
.| will be modernistic in design, made of
black enameled steel and black vitro-
late glass. The window will be in-
stalled across the front of the bulid-
ing and the entrance will be placed
at the left hand side of the room.
The wilndow will be dropped from
the top and will be lower than the
.| present window at the bottom. There
| will be no background for the win-
dow, the entire store xumuhlnx the
‘| background.
/] The bullding has been recently
‘| purchased from the Duigliesh sisters
‘| by Mr. Frederick, and the contract-
ing work !s belng dome by Willard
Brockway.
; The store is open for business as
. usual while the repairing is being
done.

First front remodel, 1938
Source: Grundy Register, January 13, 1938

=

—_— "‘-‘_,_....———-"'
_____...—--—-"

e ———

View of Frederick Furniture after 1938 front remodel, c.1940
Source: Grundy County IAGenWeb
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The brick work on the new
front of the Frederick Furniture
building was complcted Saturday
{by Joc Wical. Work on th¢ re-
| modeling of the interlor s chng
jdone by the Sietsema Construc-
tion Co.

Contractors for Frederick’s 1963 full front remodel
Source: Grundy Register, October 18, 1962
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Fredericks Grand Opening FriE:y-Suhnr
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THE FREDERICK FURNITURE STORE In Grundy Ccnier Is hnv-:
ing the Grand Opening of thelr recently remodcled store Friday and |
Saturday, March 29th and 301h. Moge than $500 in free prizes will be |
given away during the Grand Opening cvent. There will be Iree cof- |
fce and donuts, gifts, and apeclal roses for the ladies who visit the !
store. The Jolning tozgciher of two siore buildings info one furnilure
display and service area on the Grundy Center maln street represents .
the completion of plans that (he Fredericks have anticipated for many
ycars. Frederick Furniture was founded by the Jate Uoward Fred-'
crick more than 25 years ago. Thru the continucd cfforts of Brucc]
and Craig Frederlek, the busincss has now expanded to four comi-
plete floors ef furnilure.

Announcement of Grand Opening, 1963
Source: Grundy Register, March 28, 1963
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Congratulatlons to Frederlck Furmture

on the

4 Grand Opening

Friday & Saturday,
March 29th & 30th

This Is ane of the Finest Furnirers Stores in Contral lowa. We wers pisased fo hins beon 1olected for fhis extemsive remodefing job —- the mukiing of onc fise modern

Fursitwo Storo cad the bringing rogethor of two older buildiags and remedeling them for ehls purpase.

FREDERICK FURNTTURE he boen a p fumitere srore in cor commenity, sarving soveral generetiens of Home Owners in fhis area. After much plansing. they
decided lost sammaor 1o 9o choad with ona of the mos? ¢ owwmnummum v store.

berre o Sterw designed to givo yeu—iheir Fines inere ond H Furnd Service in Mheir history of wpplying Quality Marchandise at
.-.;.-“.:’p:"uc:. We hp.hl','u-n-dml n&nnom mqqdu-en-, fyme Fursiitioe

ore plessing o lemedelleg project —— or the building of o sew ploce dbubnlnvhmmfhl s iprieg or semmes — let vy ge over your plans with you. We have
mﬂn.hﬂl-lhlwh-cndnyuﬂuwd%mm !

Home Improvement Center
Harvey Sietsema Phone 8?4-6@_114 Grundy Center, lowa

Contractor Sietsema’s Grand Opening Ad for Frederick’s Furniture, 1963
Source: Grundy Register, March 28, 1963
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5440 Attend
Frederick's
Grand Opening

More than 2440 peopie attend-
ed the open house Friday and
Saturdady at the Frederick Furni-
ture store in Grundy Center.

The store was open {rom 9 a.m.
to 8 p.m. on thase {wo days, and
special gifts were avallable for all
adults who attended the opening.

The weather was perfect for
people Lo visit the store, and
there was a continual strcam of
visitors thruout the two days. At
9 p.m. Saturday, the drawing for
door prizes was held, there was a
crowd of move than 100 present
at 9 p.m, Saturday for the draw-
Ing, The winners did.not nced to
be present to win.

The drawlng of the names was
done by six ycar old Dcbra Gel-
fhaus of Hubbard. The names of
the winners and the prizes won
are listed in the Frederick Furnt-
ture adv, for this weck.

kA x * * ¥ ¥

Grand Opening, March 29-30, 1963
Source: Grundy Register, April 4, 1963

Frederick Furniture in business and sign intact, 2010s
Source: Grundy County Assessor record



