
Iowa Site Inventory Form State Inventory Number: 38-00327    New   Supplemental 
State Historic Preservation Office  9-Digit SHPO Review & Compliance (R&C) Number:       
(July 2014)   Non-extant     Year:       
 

Read the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions carefully, to ensure accuracy and completeness before 
completing this form. The instructions are available on our website: http://www.iowahistory.org/historic-
preservation/statewide-inventory-and-collections/iowa-site-inventory-form.html    
 

• Property Name 
A) Historic name:  Kerr Block 
 
B) Other names:  City Bakery; Cash & Carry; Grundy Cafe 
 
• Location 
A) Street address: 622 G Avenue 
B) City or town:Grundy Center (   Vicinity)  County:Grundy 
C) Legal description:  
Rural: Township Name:      Township No.:      Range No.:      Section:      Qtr:      of Qtr:       
Urban: Subdivision: Original Plat    Block(s): 17 Lot(s): part of 4 
 

• Classification 
A) Property category: Check only one B) Number of resources (within property):                                               
   Building(s) If eligible property, enter number of:  If non-eligible property, 
   District     Contributing    Noncontributing  enter number of:  
   Site 1 Buildings       Buildings 
   Structure    Sites       Sites 
   Object    Structures       Structures 
     Objects       Objects 
 1 Total       Total 
 

C) For properties listed in the National Register: 
National Register status:  Listed   De-listed   NHL   NPS DOE 
 
D) For properties within a historic district: 

 Property contributes to a National Register or local certified historic district.  
 Property contributes to a potential historic district, based on professional historic/architectural survey and evaluation. 
 Property does not contribute to the historic district in which it is located. 

 

Historic district name:       Historic district site inventory number:          
 
E) Name of related project report or multiple property study, if applicable: 
MPD title Historical Architectural Data Base # 
See Iowa Site Inventory Form No. 38-00318       
 
• Function or Use Enter categories (codes and terms) from the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions 
A) Historic functions B) Current functions  
 
02E02 COMMERCE/specialty store/bakery 02E08 COMMERCE/specialty store/beauty shop 
 
02E11 COMMERCE/specialty store/grocery       
 
02G01 COMMERCE/restaurant/cafe       
 
• Description Enter categories (codes and terms) from the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions 
A) Architectural classification B) Materials 
 
09F05 Commercial/Brick Front Foundation (visible exterior): 10A CONCRETE/Block 
 
05B LATE VICTORIAN/Italianate Walls (visible exterior): 03 BRICK 
 
      Roof: 08A ASPHALT/Composition Tile 
 
      Other:       
 
C) Narrative description  SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED 



Site Number: 38-00327  Address: 622 G Avenue  City:Grundy Center  County: Grundy   
• Statement of Significance 
A) Applicable National Register Criteria: Mark your opinion of eligibility after applying relevant National Register criteria 
Criterion A: Property is associated with significant events.  Yes  No  More research recommended 
Criterion B: Property is associated with the lives of significant persons.  Yes  No  More research recommended 
Criterion C: Property has distinctive architectural characteristics.  Yes  No  More research recommended 
Criterion D: Property yields significant information in archaeology/history.   Yes  No  More research recommended 
 

B) Special criteria considerations: Mark any special considerations; leave blank if none 
 A: Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 
 B: Removed from its original location. 
 C: A birthplace or grave.  
 D: A cemetery  

 E: A reconstructed building, object, or structure.  
 F: A commemorative property. 
 G: Property less than 50 years of page or 

  achieved significance within the past 50 years. 
 

C) Areas of significance D) Period(s) of significance 
Enter categories from instructions  
02 ARCHITECTURE 1900-1963  
 

05 COMMERCE       
 

E) Significant dates F) Significant person 
Construction date Complete if Criterion B is marked above 
1900     check if circa or estimated date        
Other dates, including renovations  
            
 

G) Cultural affiliation H) Architect/Builder 
Complete if Criterion D is marked above Architect 
            
  Builder/contractor 
            
 
I) Narrative statement of significance  SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED 
 

• Bibliography  See continuation sheets for the list research sources used in preparing this form 
• Geographic Data Optional UTM references  See continuation sheet for additional UTM or comments 
 Zone Easting Northing NAD  Zone  Easting Northing  NAD 
1                       2                        
3                       4                        
 

• Form Preparation 
Name and Title:  Jennifer A. Price/Consultant Date:June 2018 
Organization/firm:  EarthView Environmental, Inc./Impact7G E-mail:jprice@impact7G.com 
Street address: 310 2nd Street Telephone:319.594.9513 
City or Town:  Coralville State: IA Zip code:52241 
 
 

• ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION Submit the following items with the completed form 
A) For all properties, attach the following, as specified in the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions: 

1. Map of property’s location within the community.  
2. Glossy color 4x6 photos labeled on back with property/building name, address, date taken, view shown, and 
unique photo number. 
3. Photo key showing each photo number on a map and/or floor plan, using arrows next top each photo 
number to indicate the location and directional view of each photograph. 
4. Site plan of buildings/structures on site, identifying boundaries, public roads, and building/structure footprints. 

B) For State Historic Tax Credit Part 1 Applications, historic districts and farmsteads, and barns:  
See lists of special requirements and attachments in the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions. 

 

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Use Only Below This Line 
The SHPO has reviewed the Site Inventory and concurs with above survey opinion on National Register eligibility: 
   Yes   No   More research recommended 

   This is a locally designated property or part of a locally designated district. 
 
Comments:   
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SHPO authorized signature:     Date:   
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Kerr Block Grundy  
Name of Property County  
622 G Avenue Grundy Center  
Address City    
 
This Iowa Site Inventory Form is being prepared for the City of Grundy Center as part of an Iowa Economic 
Development Authority (IEDA) Downtown Revitalization Grant. The building is located in the Area of Potential 
Effects (APE) for the grant project, and the owner of the building at 624 G Avenue is participating in the 
Downtown Revitalization Grant. The building is also located in a potential Grundy Center Commercial Historic 
District, and this site form provides an architectural/historical evaluation of the property as a contributing building 
in that potential historic district.  
 
7. Narrative Description 
 

 
(Description taken from Downtown Revitalization Grant Survey site form dated February 2018) 
 
8. Statement of Significance 
 
The Kerr Building is locally significant and eligible for the National Register of Historic Places as a contributing 
building in a potential Grundy Center Commercial Historic District under Criteria A and C. The Kerr Building, built 
in 1900, is associated with the first phase of development in the potential Grundy Center Commercial Historic 
District, during which a number of architecturally significant buildings replaced older buildings that were lost in 
fires, in this case the fire of 1899. The Italianate-style Kerr Building was made possible by the prosperity of the era 
and the town’s railroad connections via the Burlington, Cedar Rapids and Northern Railroad (later known as the 
Cedar Rapids & Sioux Falls Branch of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad), which made building 
materials, such as the pressed brick and cast-iron architectural elements featured on the building easy to procure. 
The Kerr Building also reflects the history of the Grundy Center business community. Built by Daniel Kerr, early 
Grundy County pioneer and Grundy Center’s first mayor, the building was the location of the City Bakery from 
1900 to 1920. Afterward, it was the longtime location of the popular Grundy Cafe, which operated in the Kerr 
Building from 1922 to 1970. 
 
The building is also a good example of a Property Type III Main Street Commercial Building, according to 
typologies set forth in the National Register Multiple Property Document, Iowa’s Main Street Commercial 
Architecture (Nash 2002). “These buildings date from the succeeding years of a town’s commercial growth, with 
Iowa’s commercial districts typically reaching a peak in the very late nineteenth to early twentieth centuries. The 
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Kerr Block Grundy  
Name of Property County  
622 G Avenue Grundy Center  
Address City    
 
impact of the railroad was reflected in the continued building up of the platted commercial district. Type III 
buildings are typically multi-story in height and can contain anywhere from one to a number of actual store units. 
Large block buildings were constructed during this period, with store units often unified along the second floor by 
a shared façade, cornice, and other details. Type III buildings are most often of masonry construction, usually 
brick either locally manufactured or shipped in by rail. Many display stylish architectural features” like the Kerr 
Building, an Italianate-style brick block with architectural embellishments confined mainly in the upper story, 
including tall narrow arched windows, and a bracketed pressed metal cornice with a central pediment that reads 
“KERR.” Although the storefront has been remodeled a number of times, the tops of the decorative end posts are 
extant, the store lintel with rosettes is intact, and a ghost sign reading “GRUNDY CAFE” is visible above. More 
storefront details, such as the transom, may be extant beneath coverups.  
 
The period of significance is 1900-1963, from the year the Kerr Building was completed to the end of the period of 
significance for the potential Grundy Center Commercial Historic District (see Iowa Site Form No. 38-00318). 
 
9. Major Bibliographical References 
 
“City Bakery Business Sold to Cash and Carry,” Grundy Republican, August 26, 1920. 
Downtown Revitalization Survey/Iowa Site Inventory Forms, February 2018. 
“Eels Gets Merchants Cafe,” Grundy County Dispatch, July 6, 1921. 
“Fellers Observe 30th Anniversary,” Grundy Register, January 29, 1976. 
“Grundy Cafe Will Be Closed for Last Time December 24th,” Grundy Register, December 10, 1970. 
Grundy Republican, August 23, 1900. 
Kerr, William G., contributor. “Grundy Center’s First Settler in 1855,” Grundy Register Centennial Edition, July 7, 

1977. 
Nash, Jan Olive. Iowa’s Main Street Commercial Architecture. Multiple Property Document, National Register of 

Historic Places, National Park Service, Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C., 2002. 
“Potential Grundy Center Commercial Historic District,” Iowa Site Inventory Form No. 38-00318, State Historical 

Society of Iowa, Des Moines, June 2018. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Grundy Center, Grundy County, Iowa, 1894, 1902, 1911, 1916, 1928, and 1928, 

updated to 1939. 
“The City Bakery,” Grundy Republican, November 8, 1900. 
“The Grundy Cafe,” Grundy Republican, July 27, 1922. 
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Kerr Block Grundy  
Name of Property County  
622 G Avenue Grundy Center  
Address City    
 
10. Additional Documentation 
 

General Location Map 
 

 
 

Latitude: 42.361320 
Longitude: -92.772095 
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Kerr Block Grundy  
Name of Property County  
622 G Avenue Grundy Center  
Address City    
 

Location in Potential Grundy Center Commercial Historic District 
 

 
 

(dark boundary = preliminary boundary of potential historic district) 
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Kerr Block Grundy  
Name of Property County  
622 G Avenue Grundy Center  
Address City    
 
Current Photographs       (photos by Jennifer A. Price, June 20, 2018) 
 

 
View south 
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622 G Avenue Grundy Center  
Address City    
 

 
General view southeast 
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Kerr Block Grundy  
Name of Property County  
622 G Avenue Grundy Center  
Address City    
 
Historical Documentation 
 

 NÇ 
 

Block 17 shown on the 1902 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Grundy Center with Kerr Building indicated 
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 NÇ 
 

Block 17 shown on the 1916 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Grundy Center with Kerr Building indicated 
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622 G Avenue Grundy Center  
Address City    
 

 
View southwest of Kerr Building (arrow), c.1900 

Source: Grundy County IAGenWeb 
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Kerr Block Grundy  
Name of Property County  
622 G Avenue Grundy Center  
Address City    
 

 
Completed in 1900, the Kerr Building’s first tenant was the City Bakery  

Source: Grundy Republican, August 23, 1900 
 
 

 

 
Description of the City Bakery in the Kerr Building 

Source: Grundy Republican, November 8, 1900 

THE GRUNDY REPUBLICAN, 
LARGEST B O M F I D E CIRCULATION. 

TKWIS or svuscumiox. 
One Year, Inside of eoimtj-, In advance . . . $1.00 

" '• outside " " " 
Six Months, In adnince •<» 

Where subscriptions are not paid In mlvance, 
the old rate, $1.60, will be charged. No deviation 
from the foreKOlnic 

Get a pair of gold fish at Jas. J Dalg-
liesh's. 

The nobbiest l ine of new fall h a t s at 
Jacobs & Co. 

N o w f a n c y black dress goods j u s t ar-
rived a t Bigelow's. 

• • 
Mr J. H. Sperry shipped a car load 

of eggs las t Monday. 
W. D. Wilson shipped several cars of 

hogs to Chicago the past week. 

Leave your orders wi th the R E P U B -
L I C A N for all kinds of printing 

The Fa ir ! The Fa ir ! Sect. 11, 12 
and 13, a t Grundy Center, Iowa. 

The apple crop this year is the largest 
the country has had for several years . 

F O R S A L E . — F i v e room cottage. 
G F W I L B U R . 

If i t is a good c u p of tea you are look-
ing for, try our tea . If not sat isfactory 
we wi l l refund y o u r money. 

Geo. A . L A Y B O U R N & Co. 

Miss Exene Taft is in Pella taking 
special instruction in primary methods. 

Liebsohn Bros, e x p e c t to occupy their 
new store building in about t w o weeks. 

P. F . G e b of Reinbeck, was i n town 
Monday talking Great Western rail-
way 

Peter Buss went to the northwest 
part of the state last week to look up a 
farm. 

For n e w black dress goods s t e p into 
Bigelow's and see those handsome new 
ones. 

The Kerr building wil l soon b e ready 
for occupancy. The oven wil l b e put in 
this week . 

The W . R. C . wi l l meet next Monday 
evening a t 7:30. A good at tendance is 
desired. 

Street commissioner Goodell i s grad-
ing the streets in the south part of town 
this week . 

If you want a nice clean job of print-
ing done a t a moderate price ca l l a t the 
R E P U B L I C A N office. 

Hon. Daniel Kerr went to Freemont 
county where he made a polit ical speech 
at Riverton Tuesday night 

The case of the T o w n of G r u n d y Cen-
ter v s A . Van Slvke is set for hearing 
before Mayor Burns, Sept. 3d. 

Geo. Meier went to Waterloo Sunday 
night w h e r e lie wi l l work at the carpen-
ter's trade for Contractor Scales . 

Only three more w e e k s unt i l the fair 
Farmers prepare y o u r exhibits and let 
the people see w h a t Grundy county 
will produce. 

H a r r y Shaw of Greeley , Colo., is vis-
it ing for a few d a y s w i t h his fa ther and 
mother, Mr and Mrs . H Shaw. H e is 
on his w a y to Chicago to buy goods for 
his general merchandise store. 

T h e funeral serv ices of the l a t e J S, 
Shirk were held on Tuesday f r o m the 
home of his son, I. N . Shirk in this 
township. Mr S h i r k was k i l l ed near 
Hart ley by the cars one day last week. 

Hubbard Monitor Mel Cooledge of 
Conrad, and Mr St . John of Minnesota, 
were the guests of Mrs. Tracy and other 
relatives Wednesday Mr. Cooledge is 
a brother and Mr. St. John a cousin of 
Mrs. Tracy. 

T h e work of c e m e n t i n g the interior of 
the court house t o w e r and g e t t i n g it 
ready for the c lock is now under way. 
John Johnson ami E d Jones are doing 
the work, assisted b y the U3ual number 
of spectators. 

T h e final outdoor union serv ice wil l 
be held next S a b b a t h e v e n i n g at 6 
o'clock Our people have thus far with 
one exception h a d excel lent weather 
and w e believe h a v e appreciated the 
outdoor services. 

N O T I C E : — M y h o u s e and lot for sale in 
south part of t o w n . A. D . J A C O B S . 

Mart in Luther i s the next in the ser-
ies of lectures on the great reformers 
be ing given before the young people of 
the Presbyterian church at 7 o'clock 
next Sunday e v e n i n g . '< 

T h e latest s ty l e s of new fall hats at 
Jacobs & Co. 

Messrs. George and Wil l Morrison 
left on Monday n i g h t for Minnesota to 
look after their land interests there 

Mrs. A. V. Stout has received $2,000 
from the Legion of Honor, b e i n g the 
a m o u n t of the pol icy held by Mr. Stout. 

Don't fail to see the race b e t w e e n (lie ' 
horseless carriage and the b icyc les on 
Wednesday , September 12. at the fair 

F O R S A L E . — A good eight room house 
and three acres of ground, at a bargain. 
Enquire of U. E. Wheatun at Wagner 
Clothing Co. 

Mr C. H. Longman has located at 
Stratford. 111. W e were in hopes that 
he w o u l d come back to Grundy to re-
side. 

For the State Fa ir at Des Moine3 Au-
g u s t 24 to September 1, the B . , C B & 
N . R y . wil l sell round trip t ickets at O N E 
F A R E . 

A large flock of mart ins on their w a y 
south have been stopping for a few 
days on the roof a n d eaves of the court 
house, and the p lace has been dark wi th 
the feathered touris ts . T h e y are some-
thing of a nuisance also. 

The Scottish R i t e cigar is guaranteed 
to be all quality 

H S. Beckman, cashier of the Grun-
dy County N a t i o n a l Bank, has recently 
purchased and ins ta l l ed in the bank, 
a n e w desk w h i c h is a model i n desk 
furniture, as w e l l as a most handsome 
ornament to the b a n k room. I t is fin-
ished in golden o a k 

Smoke the Sco t t i sh Rite at A d y ' s d r ug 
store. 

T h e mayor of Eldora is m a k i n g war 
on the dirt and fi lth of the s treets and 
back alleys, and t h e town is beg inning 
to assume a h o l i d ay appearance Grun-
dy Center should h a v e its streets , al leys 
and lawns t r i m m e d in t ime to present a 
good appearance d u r i n g the county fair 

Farm to let for c a s h rent 
A F W I L L O U U H B V 

T h e postponed picnic of t h e Modern 
Woodmen Lodge of America of Grundy 
Center will be h e l d on Wednesday the 
fifth day of S e p t e m b e r in Otto Beck-
man's grove A l l members a n d families 
are invited to b e present w i t h baskets 
wel l filled. A g o o d tiuie wi l l be had. 

Miss Vil la Morrison entertained fifty 
of her young friends last F r i d ay even-
ing. T h e little fo lks had a del ightful 
t ime. 

E d Kerr entertained a party o f young 
people last Thursday evening i n honor 
of Mr. Christianson, who w a s visiting 
him. 

Messrs. Dixon & Al len went to Ger-
m a n i a Monday f r o m which p lace they 
expect to ship a car load of chickens to 
N e w York City. 

Mr. Ralph Metzgar has returned from 
Cedar Rapids where he has been engaged 
w i t h the 1st Reg imenta l band the 
past t w o weeks. 

T h e Grundy Center Gun Club goes to 
Conrad to-day w h e r e its fr iends expect 
the members to secure all the prizes of-
fered i n the field meet . 

F a l l term of El l sworth co l lege opens 
September 4th. 1000. For catalogue 
and reduced rates, address J. D . Stout, 
President , Iowa Fal ls . Ia. 

Master Andrew Bruns, w h o is hav-
ing h i s eye treated by a special i s t at 
I o w a City, is g e t t i ng along n ice ly . He 
expects to return h o me in t w o weeks. 

N o w is the t ime you w a n t a good 
v inegar if ever. W e have a $1000 guar-
antee back of our vinegar for i t s parity. 

G E O . A . L A Y B O U R N & Co. 

J o h n Hut and Annie DeGroot were 
married at their n e w home on East 
Main street, Monday evening, Aug. 20 
at 8 i}. in., C. E. Butler, J. P . . ofriciat-
i'Jff. ' 

R u m o r has it tha t there is to be a 
w e d d i n g in Grundy Center A u g . 2S, in 
w h i c h one of Grundy Center's most 
prominent c i t izens and a w e l l known 
lady are the contract ing part ies . 

There are some very bad s t ree t cross-
ings i n town. One is opposite the High 
School building and two are on Bridge 
street . If you don't think so stumble 
o ;er them some dark night. 

M e n and boys campaign h a t s for sale 
at Jacobs & Co s department store 

H e n r y Stark a n d family, w h o have 
been spending t h e summer in North 
Carolina and t h e south, are expected 
h o m e the first of the month. They wi l l 
be in Wash ing ton on the 25th and wi l l 
spend a few d a y s a t Chicago during the 
G A. R. e n c a m p m e n t on the w a y home. 

Pre t ty new b l a c k dress goods at Big-
e low.s . 

Record Cyrus Green c a m e down 
Main street M o n d a y afternoon with a 
b i g gray team, a h a y rack, a n d a fright-
ened expression on his face. T h e team 
w a s acting as if t h e y would l ike to rnn 
a w a y and Cyrus w a s act ing a s if he did 
not know w h e t h e r they would or not. 
Fortunately t h e y did not g e t a w a y 

S w e e t cider e v e r y day at Fri tze l s, fif-
teen cents per g a l l o n . 

Record Cal Hendershot sent us a ci-
gar from Mani la , made by a nat ive lady 
out of tobacco g r o w n there, t h a t was a 
wonder and a d e l i g h t . A wonder in 
point of size, f o r i t s almost a s big as t w o 
of our ordinary cigars, and a delight as 
a mi ld fragrant smoke. W e are not sur-
prised at the n a t i v e w o m e n smoking, 
j u d g i n g from o u r experience with the 
c igar sent us. 

Gold fish at J a s . J . Dalg l iesh s. 

PERSONAL MENTION. 

Prof W D. W e l l s w a s a guest of j 
Prof. E. O. T a f t over S u n d a y H e | 
c a m e from W a t e r l o o where he spent I 
several days w i t h his mother, who is in 
very feeble h e a l t h . As soon as she is 
able to travel h e intends to take her to 
Davenport w h e r e she w i l l mak e her j 
h o m e with h i m . Mr. Wel l s ' legion of 
friends here w e r e glad of a n opportuni-
t y t o meet h i m aga in . 

House for rent . W. C. W I L L I A M S 

H. W. Bre t t e l l and R. J Knifer . both 
s tudents of t h e Agr icu l tura l college a t 
Ames , Iowa, h a v e been se lected to a c t 
as judges of l i v e stock at the Grimily 
County Fair. These g e n t l e m e n have 
had much exper ience in handl ing fine-
stock, also a s judges in show rings. 
A n y person b r i n g i n g stock to the fair 
w i l l reseive f a i r t rea tment a n d an hon-
est decision. 

Just received a fresh s u p p l y of Scot ; 
t i sh Rite c igars a t Ady's. 

W i l b u r Mart in is in Chicago. 
Mrs. J. S n y d e r is vis i t ing in St. Paul. 

Miss Edna Pepperinau is visit ing i n 
Conrad. 

Miss Genia Di l ly has returned from 
Cedar Falls. 

Mr. Garfield Burkhart is vis it ing rel-
a t i ve s in Chicago. 

Mr T. H. D a v i s of Sanborn, Iowa, w a s 
i n t o w n this w e e k . 

Mr. H. M. Bige low and wife are in 
Chicago this wee k 

Mr E. H. D o d d was in Reinbeck one 
d a y the past wee k 

Miss Hurst of Cedar Fal ls , is vis i t ing 
her sister. Mrs. McAlvin. 

Mi-is Alice Glosser of Traer is visit-
i n g friends here this week. 

Miss W i n n ie Brown has returned 
f rom a visit i n Cedar Rapids 

Master A r t h u r Wood is visiting his 
uncle . Dr Moffett. at Owasa. 

R e v Lucius Clark and wi fe of Eldora. 
w e r e in G r u n d y Center Tuesday 

W S. Cameron of Anaconda. Monta-
na, is v is i t ing i n Grundy Center 

Miss Agnes Pol lard of Chicago, is vis-
i t i n g relat ives in town thi3 week. 

Mrs. S. E. S tout and son Ear l of Stout, 
w e r e in t o w n the first of the week. 

Mr. Holt of Morrison, w a s visiting his 
bes t g i r l in G r u n d y Center last Friday 

O. P Johnson of V a n Cleve, spent 
S u n d a y at the Butler home in this c i ty . 

Mr Jurgen Br ims of Lincoln, was a 
cal ler on the R E P U B L I C A N last Satur-
d a y 

Mrs. M. H . Pos t went to Pella Sun-
d a y to a t tend the funeral of a sister-in-
l a w 

Mrs. J u n g e r has returned to Rein-
beck after a short visit at the Eaton 
home . 

R a l p h Rea of Chicago, is spending his 
vacat ion w i t h his mother in Grundy 
Center 

Miss Lott ie Laybourn is in Chicago 
b u y i n g goods and vis i t ing relatives and 
friends. 

Park A d y h a s returned home from a 
three weeks vacat ion at various points 
i n Iowa. 

Miss Edi th S w a n of Reinbeck. spent 
S u n d a y w i t h her cousin. Miss Sadie 
Dalgl iesh. 

Horace S h a w of Mt. Pleasaut. spent a 
couple of d a y s with his parents here 
las t week 

Dr E u g A Crouse w a s looking after 
business m a t t e r s iu W e s t Bend last 
Thursdav 

That gen ia l Scotchman Mr Samuel 
Clark was a pleasant cal ler at our head-
quarters Sa turday 

Mrs. W E Morrison and daughter and 
Miss May m e Miner spent Monday at 
Hol land w i t h friends. 

Mr W i l l i s Finlayson ha i returned 
f rom Des Moines where he has been 
spendiiu- the slimmer 

Mis'- Lizz ie Wie-er has returned to 
S t Paul af ter an extended visit w i t h 
relative* in this place 

Mr Amor Sargent c a m e up from Ce-
dar Rapids Satnrdav n ight and spent 
Sunday w i t h his parents. 

Misses N o r a and Mertie Persons of 
Sibley, arrived in Grundy Center Fri-
day for a v i s i t with friends. 

The Misses Bowes w h o have been vis-
i t i n g wi th D r Heffelfihger's family re-
turned to the ir home Monday 

Capt. Sargen t and f a m i l y go to Con-
rad to-day to attend the field meet and 
v is i t w i t h Capt. Watson's family. 

Mr H C A d y made a business trip 
t o Cedar Rapids and other points the 
past week, returning h o me Tuesday 

Mr John H u t has returned from Ger-
m a n y w h e r e he spent several w e e k s 
v is i t ing the scenes of h is boyhood days . 

Mr John Zapf, our y o u n g German 
fr iend of Linco ln township, made the 
R E P U B L I C A N a p leasant caller Satur-
day 

Mr and Mrs. J E Stout returned 
from V i n t o n Saturday where the pro-
fessor has been engaged in inst i tute 
work. 

Mr John Reynolds has returned from 
Peterson, w h e r e he spent several days 
v is i t ing h i s brother. Mr N W Rey-
nolds. 

Mr F G Moffett of D e s Moine-i. w a s 
vis i t ing fami l iar haunts of bygone d a y s 
in Grundy Center the latter part of the 
week. 

Miss B e r t h a Severance has returned 
from Central City, N e b . , where she 
visited w i t h her uncle, Mr. Fred Sever-
ance. 

Mrs. J T . Gray and children return-
ed home la s t Friday W h i l e absent t h e y 
spent a w e e k visit ing relatives iu Mar-
shal l town. 

Mr J a y Smith returned from the 
wes t Saturday , where he has been scat-
tering Muscat ine melons to appease the 
appet i tes o f those w h o indulge in fruit 
of that k ind . 

Hon. D . B . Davidson of Des Moines, 
w a s iu G r u n d y Center Saturday look-
ing after business matters . The R E -
P U B L I C A N enjoyed a pleasant visit 
from h im. 

Mrs. Theodore K e n y o n and son visit-
ed over Sunday w i t h Dr. and Mrs. 
Crouse. T h e y returned on Monday to 
Shell Rock, the home of Mrs. K e n y o n s 
father. 

Mr. a n d Mrs. John Dalg l i e sh went 

northwest the first of the week. Mrs. 
Dalgl iesh to Forest Ci ty and Mr. D a l -
gliesh to look after property in teres t s 
farther north 

Dr W . N Moffett a n d wi fe of Owasa , 
spent S u n d a y with re la t ives in t o w n 
Mrs. Moffett wil l r e m a i n here u n t i l 
Thursday . The doctor returned to h i s 
practice Monday 

Mr a n d Mrs. Peter Mutch, a c c o m -
panied M r Wil l M u t ch and Miss D u n -
can to Chicago last Thursday , re turn-
ing h o me Tuesday of th i s week Mr 
Mutch a n d hi- niece are on their w a y to 
California and after a shor t s tay on the 
coast t h e y wil l return to their h o m e in 
Honolulu 

All o ld soldiers and their ;wi fe s or 
widows of old soldiers w h o wish to at-
tend the s t a t e fair can secure t i c k e t s , 
free, from Capt E. M Sargent , good for 
old soldier .-• dav 

Mr M. V B. Miner s tarted for Ill i-
nois Monday night w h e r e he w i l l v is i t 
his brother whom he h a s not seen for 
ten years and wil l also u n i t e w i t h o ld 
comrades in the G A. R. e n c a m p m e n t 
at Chicago next week. 

In this issue wil l be found an interes t -
i n g art ic le descript ive o f t h e g r e a t l a k e 
region of Wiscons in f r o m the p e n of 
Fred M Sargent, w h o h as just re turned 
from h i s summer o u t i n g in that part of 
the c o u n t r y W h y do people go to Eu-
rope for scenery w h e n there is so m u c h 
at home? 

Lew Coffniau has ren ted the B y r o n 
Morse residence and w i l l soon m o v e 
his household goods there in Mr Coff-
man has recently b o u g h t the A l b e r t 
Clark interest in the furni ture bus iness 
and the n e w firm, DeSeelhorst & Coff-
man is a l ready doing business a t the old 
stand. M r Coffinan a n d his w i f e are 
valuable addit ions to G r u n d y Center so-
ciety 

For t h e State Fair a t Des Moines A u -
gust 24 t o September 1. the B. C. R. & 
N R y w i l l sell round trip t i cket s a t 
O N E F A K E . 

One of the m o 3 t i m p o r t a n t transfers 
that h a s occurred in bus iness c irc les the 
past w e e k is the sale of ^he shoe b lack-
ing e m p o r i u m, recent ly started a n d 
conducted by Morris W e g s t e i n . to B e n 
Hasbrouck The n e w m a n a g e m e n t ha s 
secured a n e w bott le of shoe pol ish a n d 
is better than ever prepared to g i v e 
shoes t h a t g l i s ten ing finish tha t ever 
marks t h e feet of a g e n t l e m a n . N o t h -
ing but first class w o r k done. 

A s h o w window fu l l of new fal l hats 
at Jacobs & Co. 

H I S S U F F E R I N G S A R E E N D E D 

Dr S. N Fel lows received word Tues -
day m o r n i n g of the d e a t h of R e v B. D 
Smith formerly pastor of the M. E. 
church a t this place. Mr S m i t h died 
Monday m o r n i n g a t li:4."i. w i t h o u t a 
struggle . H e has suffered i n t e n s e l y for 
several years w i t h a terrible sk in di-
sease f r o m which hp could g e t ?io rel ief 
He w a s a grand, good m a n and a power 
in tin- church His fa i thful w i f e and 
family h a v e the l o v i n g s y m p a t h y of 
this ent ire c o m m u n i t y 

A g o o d t h i n g fur the e v e n i n g mea l 
this hut w e a t h e r is Shreded W h e a t Bis-
cuit- w i t h fruit W e have them fresh 
and al l (> K 

G E O . A. L W U O U R N & Co. 

An Incipient Blaze 

The s t e a m laundry had its usual semi-
weekly blaze T u e - d a y morning about 
half past e ight o c lock It w a s caused 
by the expans ion a n d overflow of gaso-
line from the tank on the neck band 
ironer Someone t u r n e d on the a l a rm 
and by the t ime the wate r works had 
tooted i t s toot a f e w times. A r t h u r 
Sperry w h o is a c t i n g as engineer in the 
laundry had the t a n k loose f r o m i t s 
fas ten ings and t h r o w n in the street . 
Here the gasol ine exploded and s l i g h t l y 
burned one of the bystanders on the 
neck T h e bu i ld in g w a s not d a m a g e d 
and the tank aga in filled and p u t in 
place w h e r e i t has d o n e efficient w o r k 
ever s ince . 

Take your w a s h i n g to the G r u n d y 
County Laundry oppos i te the postoftice 

Help Wanted 

Mr R M. F in layson . cashier of the 
First N a t i o n a l Bank, has received a let-
ter f rom the c h a i r m a n of the C o m m i t -
tee of One Hundred on India F a m i n e 
R e l i e f a c k n o w l e d g i n g the receipt of 
>'3G. w h i c h w a s col lected and sent i n b y 
the bank T h e le t ter makes further ap-
peal to the people of G r u n d y c o u n t y for 
help for the s tr icken i n India, s h o w i n g 
how m u c h more m u s t be clone b y the 
outside world to s a v e the mil l ions from 
starvation, and an idea is g i v e n of w h a t 
a l i t t le m o n e y can do. For ins tance $30 
provides food for '3200 people for one day, 
or it w i l l b u y 10S n a t i v e blankets , or it 
is sufficient to enab le 14 i m p o v e r i s h e d 
farmers to re-seed the ir fields. A very-
small contr ibut ion from the hVul of 
each f a m i l y i n G r u n d y county w i l l do a 
vast a m o u n t of good and save the l^ves 
of m a n y nat ives . W e who h a v e abun-
dance a n d m u c h to spare, can w e not 
assist i n this cause for h u m a n i t y ? T h e 
hank wi l l rece ive and f o r w a r d a n y 
amount placed i n i t s care free of charge . 

S E T T L E UP. 

T h e firm of DeSeelhorst & Clark w i l l 
be dissolved in a short t ime. Those ow-
ing t h e firm are requested to cal l and 
sett le u p a t once. 

D E S E E L H O R S T & C L A R K 

For Sale or Rent. 

Tailor Made 
SOITS. 

A full a n d c o m p l e t e l ine n o w in . 
W e can p lease y o u w i t h t he m o s t 
U p - t o - D a t e T a i l o r Sui ts . P r i ces 
$8.50 to 15.00. 

ALL 
Colors and 
styles. 
C o m e in a n d look t h e m o v e r . 

H.M. BIGELOW. 
A M E A N T R I C K 

One night last week whi l e Uncle J a k e 
Sl i fer wa« e n j o y i n g the cool breezes iu 
front of the court house before re t ir ing 
he noticed a couple of men eoui ini 
across the court yard from the north 
wes t heading for his flower bed 
H e said no th ing th ink in g they m e a n t 
no harm unt i l both together they s tep 
pc-il on the narrow board strip w h i c h 
holds the earth in place and broke i t 
d o w n . W i t h o u t s topping they j u m p e d 
on over and w e r e about to step on t h e 
bed on the opposi te s ide of the w a l k 
w h e n L'ncle Jake , w h o is quite spry for 
a m a n of his age . se ized a long pole 
s tand ing in the corner and brought i t 
d o w n in front of the m just in t ime to 
save another bed from being damaged . 
T h e visitors w e r e s o m e w h a t astonished 
a t the sudden appearance and conclud-
ed to go around by the walk , w i t h a 
l a m e a t tempt to e x c u s e the i r act ion. 
Mr Slifer did not r e c o g n i z e the part ies 
a n d as no one else w a s near they are 
y e t unknown T h e y have the satisfac-
t ion of k n o w i n g that they were c a u g h t 
in the midst of a mean , contemptible 
trick, and if L'ncle J a k e h a d had crack-
e d their heads w i t h a c lub it would have 
served them right . W h e n a person 
takes the trouble and pains to beaut i fy 
the town that L'ncle Jake does he 
should be encouraged W e cannot be-
l i eve that the miscreants be long iu 
Grundy Center 

JOHN M I L L E R D IES S U D D E N L Y . 

A good res idence property, 
T . G T R O U S D A L E . 

Lewi s Mil ler received a message 
Wednesday from the authorit ies at the 
insane hospital at Independence an-
nounc ing the sudden death of his son, 
J o h n , who has been confined in the hos-
p i ta l at that place . Mr. Miller w e n t to 
Independence and brought the body to 
Parkersbnrg and i t w a s taken to h i s 
h o m e in P leasant Va l l e y township on 
Thursday m o r n i n g T h e deceased had 
n o t been fee l ing wel l for several w e e k s 
pas t and W e d n e s d a y m o r n i ng at s even 
o clock he w a s taken w i t h a severe h e m -
orrhage of the bowe l s and died for ty 
minutes later T h e funeral service w a s 
he ld at the h o me of Mr. Miller Thurs -
d a y afternoon at one o'clock, conducted 
b y Rev. Schaeffer T h e interment took 
p lace in the cemetery at the Schaeffer 
church. J o h n w a s 31 years old the 2Gth 
d a y of hislJJttnimry. 

Courier. J o h n Hors tman fell d o w n 
stairs in his house w h e n get t ing u p to 
w a t c h the s torm of T u e s d a y m o r n i n g 
and several of his ribs were fractured 
H e has been w a l k i n g wi th a cane ever 
since. 

Deserved Commendat ion. 

In its wr i t e up of the Benton county 
Normal Inst i tute last w e e k the R e v i e w 
bus this to say of the super in tendent of 
the Grundy Center schools . 

The lecture Tuesday e v e n i n g w a s by 
Prof J E. Stout of G r u n d y Center, up-
on the subject . "The P o w e r to Live ." If 
there is one man that apueals to the 
Benton county teachers more than an-
other it is Prof Stout H e has been in 
institute work here for three years and 
in that t i m e has m a d e a host of friends. 
His methods of instruct ion are almost 
ideal Handl ing the difficult subjects of 
Economics and Civics as lie does da y af-
ter day wi thout tak ing the political side 
of either party he has impressed upon 
the s tudents valuable ideas of govern-
ment. I t is to be hoped Supt Rife g ives 
him a place in the l ist of instruet iorsfor 
next year I t would be a favor t h a t 
would be appreciated b y all the teachers 
should he do so. T h e s tudents showed 
their appreciation of Prof S tout Tues-
day even ing when he entered the crowd-
ed room of the high school to del iver his 
lecture. T h e large audience a t once 
broke into loud and cont inued applause 
which w a s repeated the m o m e n t he was 
introduced by Supt. Ri fe . T h e song of 
Iowa w a s sung by the large audience be-
fore the lecture at the request of Prof. 
Stout. 

DIED A T S E V E N T Y - S E V E N . 

August Seilkcn Passes A w a y at his Home at 
Holland 

August Siefken has jo ined the great 
ye t s i lent majority 

He had been in his acens tomed good 
health, and had s tepped outs ide the door 
of h is h o m e when i t s eem s h e w a s sud-
denly overcome and m o t i o n i n g to his 
son. John , wi th w h o m he w a s s tay ing , 
he indicated that he w i s h e d to be takeu 
into the house. H i s request w a s com-
plied wi th , but as h e w a s p laced upou a 
bed, death had laid h i s cold and chi l l ing 
baud upo n him. and h i s spirit h a d left 
him. 

Born in East Fries laud. he located in 
Grundy countv at a n earlv day, and 
was a m o n g the best k n o w n of the Grun-
dy people . He had reared an exce l l ent 
fami ly : h is wife preceded h im in death 
by several years. F o u r sons and a 
daughter survive h i m . they are Rudolph 
of Parkersbnrg: R e n c h o of Conrad, 
Henry. J o h n and Mrs. Snit jer of Hol-
land. Dietr ich and Caroline are deceas-
ed 

H e w a s 77 years of age . F u n e r a l ser-
vices were held Thursday , the remains 
be ing interred in t h e c e m e t e r y a t Hol-
land. Iowa. 

Base bal l at the fa ir September 13th. 
Oelwein vs. Cedar Rapids . Profession-
al g a m e . Don't m i s s it. 
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City Bakery was sold and Merchants Cafe opened, 1920 

Source: Grundy Republican, August 26, 1920 
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The new restaurant was called Merchants Café, 1921 

Source: Grundy County Dispatch, July 6, 1921 
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Merchants Café renamed Grundy Cafe after contest in 1922 

Source: Grundy Republican, July 27, 1922 
 
 

 
Grundy Cafe remained in business until 1970 

Source: Grundy Register, December 10, 1970 
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In the early 1970s, the Feller Store expanded east into the Grundy Cafe space in the Kerr Building 

Source: Grundy Register, January 29, 1976 


